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The Ability to Make People Smile

Tomiokahigashi Junior High School

I thought I had never impressed people or made people smile and I thought it would be difficult to put
i a smile on people’s faces, but I was wrong. Today, I'll talk about how I feel while dancing. :

i "I want to take dance lessons”, I said to my mother when I was in the fourth grade because I joined
i the dance club in school and it was fun. My mother found a dance studio and I started to learn how to :
: dance when I was in fifth grade. There are many styles of dance. I chose jazz hip hop. :

i At first, I couldn't dance very well. I couldn't keep up with the other members. I wished I could have
i danced gracefully and I promised myself to do my best. :

i Eleven months later, I got a chance to join a dance recital. I was really looking forward to it. On the
i day of the performance, I was very nervous when I was backstage. I still remember how big the stage :
was, and how amazing the stage lighting effects were! While dancing, I didn't think about anything, but :
: after the performance, I was happy to get a big round of applause and see many smiles. I wanted to get :
i befter and show my talent to everyone. :

: Next, I performed at the elementary school. I was a little nervous but I wanted to do my best and
i have fun like at a dance recital. When I clapped my hands and stood on the stage, everyone followed. I :
i was delighted. After that, my friend smiled and told me that my dancing was so cool. I promised myself
i fo dance better. :

: I performed many times on the stage. Many people told me that I was great at dancing. I felt happy,
i energetic and a sense of accomplishment for myself many times. :

Recently, I realized that if I dance happily with all my energy, I can entertain the audience. I believe
i when people try their best with joy, others around them can feel delighted. So I want to make people
: happy with my dance. :

: How about you? Are you putting your heart into everything you do? I'm sure there is something that
i you can do to make people smile. :
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A Step Above a Friend
Tomiokahigashi Junior High School

If you are dealing with problems, how do you solve them? There may be people that can solve the
: problem alone. But, it's so difficult and T cannot do some things alone. However, there are people who :
: can support me. They are my friends and buddies. :

: Do you know how I distinguish between friends and buddies? I thought friends and buddies were a
: little different throughout my junior high school life. :

I think friends are the people who are close to us and we can have fun together. On the other hand, i
buddies are the people who have the same goal and try to reach it together and grow as a group. I know :
: friends and buddies are both precious but today I'd like to talk about two experiences that impressed :
me through my relationships with my buddies. :

: The first one is in club activities. I'm in the soft tennis club. At first, T wasn't good at sports and I
: was shy. So, I worried that I couldn't play well and couldn't communicate with the other members. Soft :
: Tennis is played in pairs, therefore, communication is one of the most important things. But I wasn't able :
: To communicate well and I was at a loss. Then my buddies helped me grow up. For example, they encour- :
: aged me and gave me advice when I made a mistake. Then I also gave them advice and we helped each :
: other fo improve. At last, we were able to participate in the city tournament. :

: The second one is the school trip. I was the student leader of the trip. We started planning and mak-
: ing rules when T was in the second grade. We did our best to prepare because we had the goal to make :
: the school trip safe and full of good memories for everyone. :

:  But it didn't go well. It started on the second day of the school trip. There was a rule that students :
: had to be in their own room at the hotel. On the first day, I found some students breaking the rule and :
: they went to other students’ rooms. I said casually, "Oh, go back to your own room.” But the next day, :
: more and more people broke the rule. Then I raised my voice, "Go back and stay in your room. Follow the :
: rule!” But they didn't listen to me and some students complained that I didn't tell them strongly yester- :
: day. They said I was being unfair. Then I lost my words and couldn't deal with the problem. I felt so :
: much regret. Soon after, a teacher came and explained to the students and helped them understand :
: that we planned the rules last year. We wanted to keep the students safe. Then they understood and :
: started paying attention to each other. In the end, some students came to me and apologized. And eve- :
: ryone followed the rules to reach our goal. We had a safe and wonderful school trip. We finally became :
: buddies. :
:  These are small situations but these two experiences changed me and made me who I am. Even when :
I'm in trouble, thanks to my buddies, I can overcome anything. :

: Lastly, I'd like to tell you if you have a problem and it seems difficult to solve, talk to your buddies. If
: you don't have a buddy, I challenge you to make friends first, and deepen your relationship to become :
: buddies. I think they will have a big impact on your life. :
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